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Sixteen and  the  Spanish   envoys  urged   Guise to
hasten to the Capital.

Not only did Henry of Guise, in defiance of the
King's prohibition, enter Paris where he was re-
ceived with delirious joy as a conqueror and saviour,
he had even the incredible audacity to venture
almost unaccompanied into the Louvre. The King
grew white with anger when the approach of the
Duke was announced. " He shall die!" he ex-
claimed with a vehement oath. An Italian priest
who stood by quoted the text, '* I will smite the
shepherd and the sheep shall be scattered." " Stone
dead," said the soldiers about the King, "hath no
fellow " ; but the courtiers who feared the vengeance
of the people, urged caution, they described the ex-
cited crowds who thronged the streets and even
the courtyard of the Palace. While Henry hesitated,
Guise entered, accompanied by the Queen-Mother ;
he looked pale and discomposed ; he had passed
through ranks of armed men ; Crillon the Captain of
the Guard had defiantly neglected to return his
salute. " I ordered you not to come/* were the
irst words of the King. " Sire, I received no ex-
press command," replied Guise, " or I should not
lave ventured into your presence, though I have but
;ome to beg for justice against the calumnies of my
snemies." Catherine, alarmed at the evident rage
>f her son, led him aside and urged him to do noth-
ng which might provoke the fury of the people.
What protection could a few thousand Swiss afford
igainst the armed multitude of Paris ? Guise took
Advantage of the opportunity to escape from so